
 
 

A brief history  
of Simes House 

 
St. Catherine’s 
Chapel Park 

Maintained by 

Simes House 
Foundation 

! " 

PO Box 557  
Manomet, MA 02345  

simeshousefoundation.org 
A 501(c)(3) organization 

Simes House Foundation, Inc. 

Join us! 
Name(s): 

 

________________________________ 

Address: 

________________________________ 

City:  

________________________________ 

State: ________  

Zip Code: ____________ 

Email:  

________________________________ 

Phone: 
 
 ________________________________ 
 
Membership Designations 
□ Individual, annual............ $25.00   
□ Family annual...................$45.00 
Two adults plus children under 21 at 
same address 
□ Individual, lifetime......... $250.00   

Total Payment $ _________________ 

Join by check and mail to: 

Simes House Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 557,  
Manomet, MA 02345 

or 

Join and/or donate by mail or PayPal 

on the Simes House website: 

www.simeshousefoundation.org 

95 White Horse Road 

Manomet, MA 02345 

Simes House, at 29 Manomet Point 
Road, represents a "gentleman's 
farm" completed in 1863. It presents 
a conflict between conspicuous 
affluence and understated elegance 
in Victorian Plymouth with its 
relatively new and ornate Second 
Empire style.  The Simes House 
was the product of the financial 
success of a Boston tea and coffee 
merchant descended from a line of 
patriots, ship captains and 
merchants who began their 
American journey in Portsmouth, 
NH. The two descending branches 
of the Simes family are traced to 
Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, and 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine. 



 
 

St. Catherine's Chapel Park, 
a community greenspace 

 
 

Simes House Foundation owns St. 
Catherine’s Chapel Park, located at 95 
White Horse Road in Manomet.  The 
site, formerly St. Catherine’s Chapel, 
was sold by the church in 2011 to Good 
Properties Realty Trust, which built a 
beautiful, pastoral two-acre park.  The 
park was given to the Foundation in 
2013, along with an initial maintenance 
endowment.   

The public is welcome to visit and 
enjoy the park. Signage detailing the 
history of Manomet and White Horse 
Beach has been installed.   

 

On simeshousefoundation.org, our 
website, please enjoy the slideshow 
showing the signage.  

Simes House Foundation is responsible 
for park maintenance and upkeep. We 
appreciate the community’s support to 
preserve the park, surrounding fence 
and signage. 
 
St. Catherine's Park is available for 
use for quiet family events, including 
wedding and family pictures. 
Please contact us for more information 
on guidelines and restrictions.  

 

In 1911, Father John J. Buckley 
of St. Peter’s Church in 
Plymouth, seeking to better 
accommodate an increasing 
number of Manomet summer 
residents, conducted holy services 
in a tent at White Horse Beach.  

In 1913, he bought the property 
where the Chapel Park is today 
and erected St. Catherine’s 
Chapel, which was sanctified on 
Aug. 31, 1924. Father Daniel J. 
Golding bought the adjacent 
property in 1948 to create a 
parking lot.  

When St. Bonaventure’s Parish 
was established in 1950, St. 
Catherine’s Chapel switched from 
a mission of St. Peter’s Church to 
St. Bonaventure Parish. The 
wood-framed St. Bonaventure 
church was built in 1951 to seat 
550 people. After it was decided 
to replace the older building with 
a 10,500 square foot structure 
seating 1,100, St. Catherine’s was 
sold in 2011 and demolished. 


